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Transmitting a Letter From the Secretary of War Accompanied With Sundry Documents, in Obedience to a
Resolution of the 31st of December Last, Requesting Such Information as May Tend to Explain the Causes Of,
Vol. 1 of 2 The enemy s force at Montreal and its dependencies has been stated at 16,000 effectives. It more
probably does not exceed 10 or 12,000. The militia part of it may amount to one sixth of the whole. Is it probable
that we shall be able to open the campaign on lake Champlain with a force competent to meet and dislodge
this army before the 15th of May? | put the question on this date, because it is not to be doubted but that the
enemy will then be reinforced, and, of course, that new relations in point of strength will be established between
us. Our present regular force on both sides of lake Champlain does not exceed 2,400 men. The addition made to
it must necessarily consist of recruits, who, for a time, will not be better than militia; and when we consider that
the recruiting service is but beginning, and that we now approach the middle of February, the conclusion is, |
think, safe, that we cannot move in this direction and thus early (say 1st of May, ) with effect. It then remains to
choose between a course of entire inaction, because incompetent to the main attack, or one having a
secondary but still an important object; such would be the reduction of that part of Upper Canada lying
between the town of Prescott, on the St....
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