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illustrated. 1916 Excerpt: . . . backing the Midge gave them, and there was the mahogany and brass, just like
that which he had seen in his boyhood, except that it was more shiny. There was only one thing in the room
that he had bought uncontrolled and unaided, and that was the brass bedstead, with its light chintz-draped
tester. And he never would have bought that if the Midge had not casually and artlessly described such a bed,
which she had seen in a stolen peep into the apartments of some royal personage in a French watering-place
hotel. The general effect was creditable to the Midge. He had had to chasten her somewhat extravagant taste in
certain particulars. She had expressed a yearning, repressed at his especial desire, for white and gold; and he
felt that he had not been too firm. He had been obliged to deny her a bisque clock, representing a pannier of
roses; and he had stood out against a waxed floor. But, looking on the work as a whole, it dawned upon him
that the Midge had some lights in matters of taste which had never been revealed to his artistic consciousness.
Yet there were some of her fancies that were quite incomprehensible to him. While they were in the way of
furnishing, they made some radical changes in the sitting-room, to its great improvement; and for the uneasy
easy-chair of faded green reps, they substituted a leather-covered structure that was as comfortable as it was...
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