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indexed. Not illustrated. 1904 Excerpt: .spoiled by being a poet and a lord. Intellectually and imaginatively, it is
plain that this romantic, lawless life suited Byron s temperament admirably. It was at this time that he wrote
with the greatest vigour. Early in 1818 he finished Beppo, later he composed Mazcppa, and in the winter of that
year he began Don Juan. At this time he had the charge of his little daughter Allegra, whom in the summer of
1820 he put to school with the nuns at Cavalli Bagni; in April 1822 she died, to Byron s bitter sorrow, at the age
of five years. Early in 1819 the poet began his liaison with Theresa, Countess Guiccioli, a beautiful young woman
of the Romagna, who fell violently in love with him. Byron came over to Ravenna to visit her in June, and
stayed with her there and at Bologna till nearly the end of the year. After a brief cessation of their loves he
joined her again at Ravenna early in 1820; this was a period of comparative quietude, and Byron wrote Marino
Faliero, The Prophecy of Dante, and the fourth and fifth cantos of Don Juan. This connection with La Guiccioli,
as Shelley clearly observed, was an inestimable benefit to Byron; the younger poet conceived the idea of
bringing the lovers over to Pisa, a safer town for them than Ravenna. Shelley secured the Palazzo Lanfranchi,
and Byron took up his abode there in November 1821. He brought with...
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