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refueling operations. GAO found that: (1) during Operation Desert Storm, a large coalition tanker fleet
transferred over 700 million pounds of fuel to about 2, 000 aircraG over 43 days of combat; (2) although the
results of the refueling operations were positive, nearly 40 percent of the fuel carried by Air Force tankers went
unused; (3) refueling ine?iciency prevented the support of additional combat missions; (4) the Desert Storm
experience suggests that more tankers were supporting operations than needed; (5) in light of the information
obtained from Operation Desert Storm and changes in overall global defense requirements, the Department of
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