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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from The Medals and Tokens of Henry Clay The precepts,
character and life of that distinguished and picturesque statesman, Henry Clay, find ample expression on the
many medals and tokens issued in his honor covering the periods during which he was a candidate for the
Presidency of the United States. Those phrases and inscriptions do not convey their full meaning to the collector
or layman unless he is familiar with the life and acts of the man himself and with the history of the times in
which he lived. With such a subject as Henry Clay we have a good deal to consider in a single address, and the
biographical and historical sketch | am about to give can only be an outline of some of the more important
events of his life and times. The question as to how a man of such importance could have been overlooked for
the Presidency | have several times heard asked, but not answered. How a man with over half a century of
prominence, during which time he had occupied almost every honorable position except the Presidential chair,
could have missed the crowning ambition of his life, | am going to attempt to make clear this evening. It was in
Hanover county, Virginia, on April 12th, 1777, in a neighborhood mentioned on the tokens, The Slashes, that
Henry Clay was born; and the year 1777 was known along the southwestern border as the bloody year of the
three sevens. The territory in Kentucky where he early removed to was known in Indian fighting days as the
Dark and Bloody Ground. His father, a Baptist clergyman, was a man of...
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