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Romances of Chivalry: And Books Relating to the Customs, Costume, Art, and Pageantry of the Middle Ages
According to Hallam, the Middle-Ages form a period of a thousand years, beginning with the establishment of
the Frankish kingdom in Gaul under Clovis and ending with the invasion of Italy by Charles VIIl of France in 1494.
The intention of the present catalogue is to give a list of the books of the Middle Ages including some belated
growths which appeared in the Renaissance. This requires a slight modification of Hallam s limits. Medieval
literature inherited much from classical and post-classical times, but its own distinctive characteristics ad their
root in the eighth century, and the days of chivalry cannot be said to ave passed away before the death, in 1519,
of Maximilian I, or the fall of Bayard in 1524. Our Middle-Ages shall therefore begin about a.d.750-800, when the
national legends, in which the mighty events of the fifth century had been distorted or transfigured, began to
take written shape; and the panorama shall lose with the strange allegorical pictures furnished by the
Tewrdank of 1517 and he Weiss Kunig of 1519. Chivalry had its birth in Gaul, and the lingua rustica of earlier
times, as oonas it attained to the dignity of a written speech, became the language fromantic and chivalric
literature. The first step towards the creation of that terature was taken by Karl the Great, when, in the later
years of the eighth entury, he committed to writing the ancient heroic ballads of the Franks. These arbara et
antigvissima carmina, as Eginhart calls them, were...
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