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illustrated. 1921 edition. Excerpt: . . . final loss of the teeth. Pyorrhea alveolaris manifests itself in a succession of
symptoms. Usually beginning as a mild gingival irritation which may exist for years without further changes, it
finally involves the subjacent tissues, slowly destroying the pericemental attachment at the gingivo-enamel
junction, absorbing the alveolar crest and slowly advancing toward the apex of the root, destroying the
alveolar process and pericementum as it progresses. This may occur symmetrically around the root, or, as
more often happens, along one side only. The destruction of the alveolar process and pericementum is followed
by shrinkage and recesr sion of the gums, though this recession never keeps pace with the bone resorption. The
result is the formation of a pocket, bounded at one point by the extreme limits of bone necrosis, and at the
other by the margin of the gum. The depth of this pocket will depend upon the amount of bone loss and gum
recession. Laterally they are bounded on the one hand by the surrounding vascular tissues and on the other by
the cementum with its investment of necrotic pericementum and calculary deposit. Into these pockets, even in
their earliest beginnings, the bacterial flora of the mouth finds its way. These organisms are secondary invaders
only, having no direct etiological relationship to the disease. Comparative studies of the bacterial flora of these
pockets show that they do not differ qualitatively from that of the normal mouth. There is, however, great
quantitative difference, this...
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