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illustrated. 1820 Excerpt: . . . ings of the waves against a rock. Laurentius, in a great measure, adopted the
anatomy and doctrines of Galen, relative to the nervous system. In his whole history of the brain, he says, I do
not see thai Galen has erred, except as to the plexus mirabilis, which in man is so small, as almost to escape the
eye. With respect to the nature, uses, and distribution of the nerves, Laurentius very generally agrees with Galen.
He says that the faculty of feeling and moving flows from the brain to the whole body by the nerves; but
whether this faculty alone flows, or with it something corporeal f, admits of dispute. He says that the nerves
have no perceivable cavities, but that their substance is fistulous and spongy; yet he thinks it possible that the
animal spirit, which is the most subtile of all things, may flow through cavities in nerves which we cannot
discern. Lauren tius does not agree with Galen in his opinion that the nerves of sensation arise from the brain,
and those of motion from the spinal marrow; nor does he admit, uni-. versally, that the nerves for motion are
hard, and those for sensation soD. He oEers some ingenious conjectures in explanation of the circumstance,
that feeling sometimes remains when the power of moving is lost, and the contrary. Sed quemadmodum
fluctus in scopulos impingentes, quanto violentius sese inferunt, tanto miserius dissipantur. Abeant, ergo isd
calumniatores. Laurent. Hist. Anat. chap....
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