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English . Brand New Book. This is a sweeping and provocative work of aesthetic theory: a trenchant critique of
the philosophy of art as it developed from the eighteenth century to the early twentieth century, combined with
a carefully reasoned plea for a new and more flexible approach to art. Jean-Marie Schaeffer, one of France s
leading aestheticians, explores the writings of Kant, Schlegel, Novalis, Hegel, Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, and
Heidegger to show that these diverse thinkers shared a common approach to art, which he calls the speculative
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Philosophers came to regard inexpressibility as the aim of art, refused to consider second-tier creations
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avant-garde, and paved the way for an unfortunate divorce between art and enjoyment, between high art and
popular art, and between artists and their public. Rejecting the speculative approach, Schaeffer concludes by
defending a more tolerant theory of art that gives pleasure its due, includes popular art, tolerates less
successful works, and accounts for personal tastes. [A] remarkable work.[Schaeffer s] writing is governed by
.the ideals of clarity and consequence, the ideas of logic, truth, and evidence.Schaeffer is so precise and
unrelenting a philosophical critic that one wonders how some of the philosophies he anatomizes here can
possibly survive the operation. --From the...
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