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for Fiscal Year 2002, Vol. 7: Hearings Before the Committee on Armed Services, United States Senate, One
Hundred Seventh Congress, Second Session on S. 1416 Today, the Strategic Subcommittee will learn about the
progress that the National Nuclear Security Administration is making to provide for safe, secure, and reliable
nuclear weapons programs. As we consider Nnsa s fiscal year 2002 budget request, our second such request
since the agency s formation, we want to make sure that NNSA is putting together the best possible program to
continue to ensure a strong national deterrent. | know General Gordon has been working tirelessly to bring
together his team at the Nnsa and to reorganize the Department of Energy s (Doe) Defense Programs to
provide a cohesive management structure that avoids the pitfalls that have plagued these programs in the
past. Over the past 2 years, there have been several reports examining programs now in the Nnsa. These
reports were critical of DOE s management, security failures, infrastructure, of personnel retention and
replacement policies, as well as specific campaigns or projects. The underlying theme through virtually all of
the reports was the enormity of the challenges facing Nnsa. Although there was agreement that we have the
best and brightest people working on the worlds most impressive science program, there were also deep
reservations about the general health of the program. With the formation of the Nnsa, we sought, and continue
to seek, a new chance to provide a world-class, science-based nuclear weapons program and matching world-
class operations, infrastructure, and workforce to carry us well into the 21st century. As we hear from our...
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