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illustrated. 1899 Excerpt: . . . the commercial clubs is another; imperfection in the knowledge of keeping a first
class set of books is Bigo a great hindrance. The lack of confidence in each other is the greatest hindrance. A
dry gtv-ds merchant writes: I was burn in Lowndes County, Alabama, Jnae loth, 18C7. I leH there in 1880 and
have been a citizen of Montgomery ever since. I have worked on a farm, in a saw-mill, and on a rail-road
previous to engaging in my present business. I was educated in the common schools of Lowndes and at a
private night school since settling in Montgomery. AHer working for several years in the dry goods business with
a Mr. J. J. Levy, I felt that there was a good opening for colored men along that line: so I leH him and rented a
small store on one of the principal streets. AHer paying the first monts rent in advance, and giving notes for the
balance I found that I had spent one-third of my capital. Thebalancewentforgoods. My success has been all that
could be expected. The whites regard me just as they do any other business men, as far as I am able to judge.
The Negro business man having once gained the confidence of the people will obtain patronage in direct
proportion to his business ability. A successful lumber merchant writes: I was born in Monmouth Co. , N. J. , in
1862, of parents in extremely humble circumstances. I...
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