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War: Delivered in the Senate of the United States, February 17, 1848 Mr President: When this bill was infrodticed,
I had no disposition to trouble the Senate with any rennrks;but the discussion has taken a much wider range
ilian 1 anticipated, havincr gone imo ihe causes and consequences of the existing war with Mexico. It has been
a?sunifd. on one side, tiiat tlie war was not begun by Mexico, but tliat ii was commenced by the unauihorized
and unconstinnional act of the President of the United Stales. With a view to mijiiniain this posiiioti, a new
boundary line has been assianed to | exas, the Siate which | hrive the honor in pait to lepresent, which is said
not to extend to the Rio Grande, its true boundary, as | am prepared to prove, but only to the river Nueces. The
assumption, sir, of this position, renders it due to myself, due to the Slate of Texas, and due to the widows and
orphans of some of the brave men who fell in omstrno-. gle with Mexico for our independence, that | should
address the Senate particularly on this branch of the subject. Now, sii, | venture to assert that, when all the fa-is
shall have been UTde known to the coun ry, no clcaicr (jucslinn ever existed, than that iho Kio Cliande is the
title boundary of jexas. Before, however, | commence (he discussion of (he question of boundtiry, it may not,
perhaps, be improper for me (oallude, briefly, (othe causes which led to the Texan revolution, and the
subsecjuent struggle between that...
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