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Brown, Son Ferguson Ltd, United Kingdom, 2008. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 210 x 150 mm. Language:
N/A. Brand New Book. The fight to stop the closure of the Kvaerner Govan shipyard in Glasgow was the most
high profile industrial campaign in Scotland since the UCS sit-in in the 1970 s. From being days away from
closure in 1999, the Govan yard, now part of BAE Systems, is participating in the construction of a multi-billion
pound warship order from the Ministry of Defence. Back From the Brink is the inside story of that struggle, told
in his own words by the man who led the campaign, Govan s yard convenor Jamie Webster. Jamie has been
described variously as God of Govan (Daily Mirror), .a true working class hero. (STUC) and just Jamie. (his
wife!). The book, and the story, begins with the naming and shaming of 13 high profile Scottish Labour MPs
who refused to publicly back the fight to keep Govan open. That caused consternation within Labour s ranks
and resulted in Jamie being ostracised by some elements in New Labour and by leading national union officials.
Back From the Brink doesn t shy away from naming the men and women who put obstacles in Jamie Webster s
path as he fought for the jobs of more than 1200 people. Union bosses and political leaders, both past and
current, will be anxious to see how they are portrayed. Some will not like what they read, others will be relieved.
But, the book is more than that. It also tells an intensely human story of courage, fortitude, despair and joy. It
takes us from the moment Jamie learns the yard is earmarked for closure, through the dark days of trying, and
failing, to find a buyer, to the suicide of a...
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