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illustrated. 1910-01-01 Excerpt: . . . vernacular evolve its own capacities. So, along the line, the advocates of the
natural order of learning have believed that if we could organize method, if we knew the psychology of the
cnild better, if we knew how the young childs awakening mind develops, we could know how to provide an
environment by which the childs learning could be accomplished. As | have followed education in practice and
education in theory for several years in connection with this problem it has seemed to me that in our American
schoois today and especially in y American grammar school and in the American primary school, more or less
blindly and in a more or less fragmentary way, we are working out uere, what | have called a new basis 01
method and that new basis of method represents in a way, but in a difficult way, a combination of the two
extremes of method, which | have thus far described. 1 think any one of us can easily understand that that
philosophy of education which rests largely on the logical organization of subject matter soon ceases to be
effective, | think we have innumerable examples of that today right in our midst. For example, if we attemptea
today in our primary schools to teach reading by giving the first of the alphabet, we would surely do a logical
thing, on the logic basis of reading. But primary teachers of today believe that by doing that we should stultify...
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